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The Federal
Bureau of Inves-
tigation (FBI)
released a report
stating elder fraud
in 2023 top $3.4
billion in 2023.
Yes, $3.4 BIL-
LION in 2023 alone! This is an 11% increase.

Fraud targeting seniors — defined as
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persons over age 60 by the FBI — is a growing
concern. We all have received the phone calls
trying to sell us products. But, over the years,
the scammers have become significantly more
sophisticated in their approach. They are able
to glean personal information from us with
out us realizing it. And with the advances in
technology, they are able to even gain access to

our computers as well as financial information.

It is not just seniors who are targeted
either. Everyone receives unwanted phone
calls, text messages, and emails. Be very
careful if you do not recognize the phone
number, text message and email. Here are
examples of some of the most popular scams:

You may receive a text message claim-
ing a package cannot be delivered due to an
address problem. Or the text informs you an
order is ready for pickup. Both of these texts
state you need to either contact them at the
number provided or click on the link. Ideal-
ly, do not open the text. However, if do open
it, do not click on any links. And do not call
the number on the text message

I caution against blocking the number.

It is fine if you do, however, by blocking the
number, the scammers will know this is a
legitimate number. The scammers are able to
send their messages using a different number.

Be careful if you receive an email from
your anti-virus company. Recent emails
have claimed to be from Norton Anti-Virus
(parent company is Symantec) claiming a
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problem with the program. The person is
told to contact Norton immediately at the
phone number provided. The logo and de-
sign of the email looks very similar to Norton
Anti-Virus. However, the number will be
routed to scammers outside of the United
States. They will request money to fix the
problem and will ask permission to take con-
trol of your computer allowing the scammers
to download a virus to capture passwords and
financial information.

You receive an email or phone call from
bank due to an issue. You will be instruct-
ed to call a special number, possibly for the
fraud department. It will be a number that
is different than the local branch or customer
service number. You will be asked to verify
your account number and/or your identity
thereby giving them access to your accounts.

You receive an email from the IRS (or
Department of Treasury) stating there is an
issue with your tax return. A phone number
and/link is provided.

NO governmental agencies will email,
text, or call you if there is an issue. All corre-
spondence is done through U.S. Postal Service.

Almost all of us have received an email
claiming a family member or friend is stranded
somewhere and needs money. Many times the
email will claim the person is out of the coun-
try or unable to respond to any phone calls.

A recent twist is to receive a phone
call from a person claiming to be a relative
in need of assistance. These scammers are
excellent in gaining information out of you to
make their story even more plausible.

These are just some examples of the
different scams that are out there. There are
many more as well. How do you protect
yourself? Here a some steps to take to protect
your finances and identity.

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

Do NOT answer the phone if you do
not recognize the number

Allow the person to leave a message and
you can determine if you need to return

the call.

Only use known phone numbers

If you receive a email request or text
message for you to call a specific num-
ber, do not call that number. Instead,
call the number of the local branch or
customer service number listed on a
statement or card.

Do not purchase or agree to purchase
any items

If you did not initiate the call, do not
purchase anything.

Do not share any personal informa-
tion, especially financial information
Never give out bank information,
Medicare number, Social Security
number, or any personal information.
Be cautious of sharing any family
information as well. Legitimate busi-
nesses will deal with the issue at hand
and not ask about your family.

Check the return email address

The scammers are excellent at copying
logos and designs on emails. Tt will
look exactly like the company. Check
the return email address as the address
will not be a company email.

Be very careful allowing access to your
computer

If the person requests remote access to
your computer, be extremely careful.
Only allow trusted persons this access,
and only if you initiated a call about a
problem not responding to an email.
Hang Up

If you become uncomfortable at any
time, end the call, even if the person
will not stop pressuring you. It is okay
to be rude.
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ANDERSON WINDOWS continued from page 1

Endless Line of Splendor

The following persons have joined The Endless Line of Splendor since
our last Society Page. May we celebrate their lives and remember their &
family and friends as they grieve their loss.
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It is easy to get fooled and to get
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Wespath Proposal to General Conference

At the time of printing this newsletter, General Conference was beginning in Charolette,
North Carolina. Wespath has submitted a couple of proposals to be considered.

In our next issue, we will discus the results of these proposals. Any changes passed will only
impact current active clergy or retirees who have deferred taking defined benefits. There will be
no changes to any established benefits that are being received.

Look at our next issue for a review of changes passed at General Conference

PASBF Partners with Senior Moving Managers ,WE GATHER

A new ministry for PASBF is a partnership with Senior Moving Managers

around the conference. PASBF has an agreement with Golden Bridges from
Quincy, IL, and in conversation with another organization.

PASBEF will pay for 50% of the Senior Moving Manger’s expense up to
$5,000. The actual movers is an additional cost.

Senior Moving Mangers specialize in helping individuals move from their
homes into Assisted Living or Nursing Home facilities. They work with the Rei m b u rsement for An n u aI Confe re n ce Expen Ses

PASBF will reimburse retirees and/or spouses for their expenses to attend Annual
Conference. Simply fill out the application and return to PASBE The form will be available at
our Display Table or on the webpage.

PASBEF will reimburse any retiree and/or spouse for their hotel cost and travel expenses.
Food costs are not included in the reimbursement.

individuals to decide what items to take and what items to donate. The Moving
Managers will ensure unwanted items are donated and/or disposed of properly.
They will also coordinate with the moving company and unpack at the new place.

To utilize this benefit, contact PASBF and /or the Senior Moving Manager.
If you know of Senior Moving Manager near you, please pass on the information
to PASBF so we may partner with them.

CONGRATULATIONS to Rev. Glen Stewért and Janet Stocking!
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PDreachers® Aid Society
& Benefit Fund sponsors
a night at the

St Louis Muny??

monday., July 22

About the show: The legendary musical tells the story of Tevye the milkman, who clings
to the Jewish customs of Anatevka, his hometown in pre-Revolutionary Russia. As his
daughters question these old-fashioned traditions and the world changes ominously around
them, Tevye is challenged to find a new way to learn and to love.

We have purchased a block of tickets in the Terrace A section. You can meet us there OR
join us on a chartered bus leaving from the Drury Inn in Fairview Heights (12 Ludwig Dr.) so that
parking will not be a problem. If you are traveling in for the event, we’ll reserve a room for you
at the Drury so that you don’t have to drive home late. (Tickets, rooms, and bus all being subsidized
by PASBF).

To add to your evening, how about dinner at LotaWata Creek restaurant prior to the show!
‘Send this portion back to PASBF, P.O. Box 19207, Springfield IL 62794-9207. Make
checks payable to PASBF. Reservations & ticket sales needed by July 8 at the latest.

(upon receipt, confirmation and itinerary will be sent to you)

NAME (s): Address:
# Tickets: $50 each
Room (if desired): $80 (Drury Inn, Fairview Heights) We’ll make the reservation for you.
(hot breakfast included)
Ride the bus: $15 each
Total: Email Address:

If you want to join us for dinner prior to the show, we will have reservations at LotaWata Creek
in Fairview Heights. You will pay for your own and order off the menu.

Dinner, show, and provided transportation. Join us for a great night together!
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William Tolone ........c.cococuveurirncieniunnnn. Normal
Macomb Wesley UMC.......cccccoeuuuneee. Macomb
Ross & Patti Sword

Carol Nelson.....c.cueeeeereeeceereeerennnne Galesburg
Steve & Kathy Gossard................. Bloomington
Don & Helen Doty .......cocucerercerceennees McLean
Tony & Susan Agresta

Ann Champion ........cceceeeeeerereeenenens Orion
D. JoAnn Foley......cccocnervcuncurcnnee Bloomington
Dale & Julia Regennitter-...........c......... Roseville
Russ & Karen Smith ....c.ccveeveeceneee Washington
David & Sandra Young................ Bloomington
Ron & Rebecca Goeckner..................... Normal
Julie A. Lappin «..c.ccveeeeceeecererenseerennens Wapella
Barbara Nobles.........cccverreuceennce Bloomington
Ethlyn R. Yount.......ccccoeevveuvcunennce Bloomington
Richard & Eileen Wagner.................. Heyworth
Ann WHhite....c.oceencrnerncnerrerncerennes Bloomington
Ronald Hofbauer .........ccocvcereucnnee Bloomington
Sharon & Ron Monroe.........ccoceveeenee. Fairbury
Sally Hamomn .....c.cueecerereenernereencererneenee Decatur
Howard & Judith Daughenbaugh........ Morton
Paul & Judith Unger.........ccoocuueenee Bloomington
Louie & Lynn Zuck................. Punta Gorda FL
Herb & Suzanne Thompson.............. Kankakee
Brian J. Basting.......ccccccovecuiuninnee Bloomington
Marilyn WEight .....c.cccceeuereenercecenenenennes Paris
Larry & Marilyn Maffett.............. Bloomington
Richard & Monica Iverson................. Macomb
John & Ruth Ann Hamilton............ Springfield
Mike & Jean Eyrich Pennell................ Sherman
James & Roberta Bortell ....................... Normal
Normal First UMC.......cccoucuvirneiniunnnn. Normal
Jeanne L. SimMS ....ccoevvvvveveeererererererenenes Rochester

David & Carolyn Hurley......Land O Lakes FL
Paul & Nancy Runyon & family Zionsville IN

Kathryn K. Alexander.......c.ccocvcurerneenee Normal
Barbara Ferguson ........ocoucveeveencerernennee Normal
H. Dean & Donna Andrews...................... Paris
Sheila Sensel........cccoeeeverrrennes Centerville OH
Bill & Nancy Frazier........ccccovevuvienenne O’Fallon
Carol A. SIMS .....oeveevvrieeiiciinninnes Springfield
Jeanne€' L. SimS ......ccevveeeverrnererernnnnes Rochester
Theresa & David Nottrott................... Waterloo

David & Carolyn Hurley......Land O Lakes FL

Larry & Ali Moreau........coceveveecuerennee Auburn

All Clergy Couples married for 50+ years.
Ed Weston

Deb Epley
Glen & Susan Bocox

ok
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John Younker; Happy 80th!
Brent & Betty Phillips

All clergy serving in transitional times
Ed Weston

The Marriage of Glen Stewart & Janet Stocking
Ron & Sharon Monroe

John Keller
Glen & Susan Bocox

Vienna UMC
Robert Ruckrigel

Pastor Tim Gossett
Mike & Jane Kluge

Keith Anderson

H. Dayle Badman

Jon & Rochelle Bouse
Stephen & Susan Burwell
John & Irma Davis
George Desmond, Jr.
John & Norma Fullmer
Brad & Donna Henson
Philip Jackson

Debbie Jadhav

Ronald & Angela Johnson
John Keller

Kathleen Kenyon

Gail & Steve Kettelkamp
William G. Myers
Daniel Powers

Dennis Price

Clyde & Nancy Snyder
Diwan & Kamal Tiwade
Dave & Linda Trover
Ed & Nancy Weston
James C. Williams

Lois Mulvany

John & Helen McFarland
Suzanne Thompson

Alice Shirley & Don Hoover
Greg & Paulette Cott

Don Long, Sr.

Rex & Jennifer Williamson
Terrell E. Johnson

Robert & Marleis Trover
Herb & Louise Crede
David Richards

Dean Corbit & Trena Boyd
Mike & Sue Engel
Laurence & Joyce Wagley

Belleville Union UMC
East Alton First UMC
Maryville St. Luke’s UMC
Normal First UMC
Vienna UMC

Virgie & Raymond Wimple Memorial
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ANNUAL CONFERENCE - JUNE 6-8 - PEORIA

The past few years, the theme has come from the book of Ecclesiastes.
This year is “A Time to Dance.”
Join us as we re-set the music and adjust the tempo!

SPECIAL EVENTS:

Thursday Clergy & Laity sessions. Opening worship.
Memorial Service at 2:00.
(A private luncheon for the families will precede this service.)

Friday:  Preachers’ Aid hosts the early morning Coffee Fellowship preceding events.

Retirement Service: 10:50 We will recognize 27 new retirees in this service.
Rev. Scott Grulke will be preaching.

Retiree Luncheon: 12:00 Always a great gathering!
This is a time of celebration, remembrance, family reunion, and updates.

Please remember that IGRC retired clergy are still voting members of the conference.
No doubt there will be legislation following General Conference that we will need to vote to affirm or not.

Registration is on-line. If you are only wanting tickets for the luncheon and you are not computer-savvy, call Carol.
Due to food service, there is a firm deadline on this. NO meal tickets will be sold at the conference.
Further, no parking passes are allowed to be sold by the IGRC. The parking attendants handle all that.

If you wish to attend but the cost of staying is prohibitive, Preachers’ Aid can assist with some reimbursement.

ECCLESIASTES 3:4b



